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The Gcnutnrufii of the Telegram Is
i I?tatllhrl.

Washington. Aug. 4. The state de-

partment Friday morning bsued the
following: Tlie state department ha
received a tflspaU'h from Mr. Fowler,
connl at Che Foo, dftcd nt nteht on
the 2d of August, stating that when
he learned from the Shanghai papers
that doubts were entertained of the
ccnulncnc of the Conger cipher tele-

gram,' he wired on the 27 th to the gov-

ernor of1 Shan-Tun- g to send him the
original L.y courier.- The governor at
once etwiplied with his re'pievt, sending
a lccid ntui:in who, by traveling
night and day for (We days, made the
Juunwy which In ordlr'ry times would
have required twelve days. He deliv-

ered to Mr. Fowler the original of the
Conger cipher dispatch. It Is signed
by Mr. Conger and dated the 17th of
July. It Is precisely the same as the
message received at the stall' depart-
ment, with M'ven'l words pretlxcd
which came in an unintelligible form
to the Chinese legation here. The dis-
patch in its complete form says that
the members of the legation had been
K'siegod for a mouth lu the llritish le-

gation. Mr. Fowler has no doubt of
the genuineness of the dispatch.

Some interesting fats lit connection
with the original cipher message have
been brought to light by Mr. Fowler's
report. It apiMyir that whn MlnUter
Wu received the cipher message on the
21st ultimo, he found that it contained
a cipher within a cipher. The governor
of Khan? Tung, Yuan, transmitted with
the message a message from tie teng
II. yameu, which hi turn transmittal
Mr. Conger's message. The latter wtn
in the state 'I'artinent cipher; tho
former in tlie 'hlnese otlleial cipher.
Wlwn Mr. Wu. In deciphering the mes-
sage, reached the end of tlie tsnng 11

yarncnV message of transmittal, he
was unaware of that fact, and thought,
thnt the several groups of figures fol-

lowing were a portion of the tsung 11

yamen's message. A a matter of fact,
they wern the initial words of Mr. Con-
ger's message and they were unde-
cipherable by Mr. Wu lMcausc they
were In the state department cipher.
Instead of beginning: In Hritish le-
gation," etc.. Mr. Conger's message
really begnn: "We have tnvn for
month In the Itritlsh legation." etc.

Another fact developed is that the
message was signed H. II. Congtr,
Jury 17th." Many persons h"d snp-fne- d

that while the mesrsMire was ren-nl- m

it was one writteti by Mr. Cou-lon- g

licfice and that it had lM'n
fmnihiletitly dated by the Ch'.-ics- e s.

Now ft nppenrs tint the tung
li rn men. or Yuan, did dito it the ISth.
It Is tTnng1it tKat this 1 was aeru-rat- e

ami that while M- - ' v.rer nctn-sll- r

wnte his dispatch on the 17th and
pe.t it in cipher ready for transmission
at the first opportunity, the message
did not leave IVkin until the following
day. Thee develorment have done
tteTli to the Cliine'se ofTl-ri.-i-

in the estimation of some othV'nls
who hav heretofore lxen very skepti-
cal, as to their Integrity In connetkn
with th- transmission of the?e ofHcial
meca.:es.

EU30.NIC PLAGUE IN LONDON.

?urKMii Thnmfld HfporH Piup Cnnem

nnl Two DrnthN,
Washington, Ang. 4. The nitirirtc

htfpltal service has receive! tlM fol-hwit-

telcgnnn frrm Fast Assistant
Surgeon ThMnas. announcing tlw out-
break of tl)e bidxiic plague in London:

"Tinre haa Urn four casis of
plagiK' and two deaths from plague in
liOiKlruu Ignds continued by

examination. P.i ;ot think
tlwri' will be further spr - "

The ilispAitch from s ,r, n Tliomas
gives no th'talls as to the origin of the
case nor whether they were on ship-yard or within the city itself. The
marine hospital service aut Jiorith-- s say
the instructions already givn to ijuar-nntin- e

(rfTinrs are ample and thev ex-
press coniidenee that, the disease ls
not likely to reach this country. At
the same time, the possibility of dan-
ger to not overlooked, and (juarantine
otnetrs will N esiK-rlall- watchful In
the enforcement of the n'gulati(,;is.

I To fr lllm.
Benton Harbor, Mich., August 4.

"I'm going, too; I swore Fd stick by
him when I married him, and I intend
to. I've borrowed the money for rail-nxi- d

fare and 111 follow my husbandto prison, declared Mrs. Stein berry,
the wife of the forger who was sen-
tenced to two years' coniinement in
Ioula. True to her declaration, shewas one of the small patty that start-
ed for the prison Friday morning. ItIs Mrs. Steinbvrry's intention to se-
cure work cither in te prison or inthe town and to be with her husbandwlMmevcT both are at leisure. Shewill take care of her three-- y car-ol- d

daughter.
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Interestlaar ltrclvcl From
Cape Nome.

Washington, August 7. A letter
dated July 22 has been received at tho
treasury from a former cploye of tho
department, now at Cape Nome, Alas-

ka. v Tho writer, who has tho entire
confidence of tho officials, says:

"The reports of disease anfl death
that have been taken to tho states are
untruthful. The smallpox scare Is all
over. There were twenty cases In all,
and flll of them came, on the Oregon.
As yet there haa beta no typhoid, but
the season has been dry, which prob-
ably accounts for its aboenco. There
have bvoii twelve violent deaths hero
since Juuo 10. Four men have been
drowned, three have committed sui-
cide aud five have been shot.

"Prospectors who have been out
over the country are just legiunlng to
bring in quarU. Every sample carriea
a little gold, and some have beeu
worth $Gd a ton. The seasou on the
famed Anvil Creek has been so dry,
there having bee a neither rain nor
snow since the 17th of June, that the
creeks .cannot l worked to advantage,
liach fcluk.o box requires a live or six-iik- h

stream of water of considerable
force. One large company on Anvil
Creek say they are losing $100,000 a
week, owing to the scaicity of water.
As it is, tlds company is doiug well,
and it is said to have ihipiK.--d a ton
of the yellow metal on tho Garronne,
and some Uj.OOO worth has been sold
to a local bank in Nome.

"Sluicing with fair results Is going
on aloug many of the creeks, and also
to some extent on the beach. The day
has passed, however, when a single
man could rock out $75 a day. I have
a friend who toomed out $51 in ten
hours, but he had three shovelers who
had to be paid, besides the expense of
a gasoline engine to pump water from
tho sea, This was on the ground that
was worked with rockers last year.
The story that the beach is gold to
Cape Prince of' Wales is undoubtedly
false. The transportation companies
are now bringing In people first-clas- s

for $25, white two months ago it was
$125. The question of transportation
home for thousands of poor fellows in
tlie fall is indeed a serious one."

"Dredging the sand from the sea Is
a complete failure. On the whole, I

believe Nome will boom as soon as it
rains. The gold will bo most from
the creeks, ami the tundra proqoct Is
well for winter diggings. In the win-
ter the shafts and excavations will not
have to be timbered, as the ground Is
frozen. Thawing rmvchlnory will have
to le used. The fuel question for win-
ter is serious; for not every one can
pay $150 a ton for coal."

USED AN AX.

Chlrnuo Tvk Captln to Trlii hy
(lie AitMM'Intion,

Chicago. Aug. 7. ('apt. Win. Smith,
of the tug Perfection, wlio struck Uobt.
Marshall, a deckhand on the boat, over
the head with an ax at Itucine several
wcks ago, will lo triiil tie fore a trial
cotnrnittiv of the local kde of the
Uceiiil Tugimm's iTotcctive Associa-
tion this afternoon. The Perfection
was lying at Itaeino at the time, aud
Cnpt. Smith declared uihui his return
to Chicago that be was set ujnm byx
Marshall ami tlie cond engineer, who
Itad come ftUmrd the UkU intoxicated,
and that lie was eomixMled to use the
ax as a measure of self protect Km and
ti quell a mutiny on the bont. Some of
the meintai's of the crew have made
different statements, ami a all of them
are mcmlers of the Protective Tug-iiM-nt- 's

Association, charges have leen
In ferred against Capt Smith.

It is saKl that Marshall has been
controlled to return to the hospital a
the blow from the ax produced a Kid
fracture on the left side of his skull.
Ills aged father has taken up his case,
and. it is said, to have declared that he
will cause Smith's arrest on charges of
assault as soon as the trial In the asso-
ciation takes place. This trial, of
course, affect fiiK. Smith's standing
as a nunitnr of the MsiK-iatKm-

. Its
officers declare that strict and impar-
tial justice will lo given all parties, and
marine men are watching the outcome
of tin affair with much interest.

CnhnN School Tenetter.
Washington. Aug. 7. The delegation

of CirlKiu Hctxd terichers now receiv-
ing a course of Instruction in English
branches at Harvard university, will
vMt thin city on the lsth Inst, for the
purise of paying their jcrsonal

to tlie president of the United
States and to Inspect puWic institu-
tions of the national capital. Adjt.-Ge- n.

Corbin wam Informed to-dn- y that
nrrajigement had leen imnle for the
visit to Washington on tin- - date
named. The wchool tearhtrs, numlnT-Im-r

aNwt will arrive here in tin
mornbig and leave In the evening for
New York, where they will Nvinlarmy tranKports in waiting to take
them Kick to tlielr homes in Cuba.
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iiiisti:ii coxc.trn says Tim sitta
TIO! IS MOH13 lMtlUMIlIOlS.

ixkatiosh a hi: stii.i iniiTnn
11 X C llIMiIi SO LIU liltS.

siivinm nciiThti aiikai m
TJUJ l.TliUATIOMI. I'OllCKJ.

Washington,, August S. The follow-

ing cablegram from Minister Conger
vas recvivid Tuesday night by tho
Ftate department:

"Ttuin-A- u Yamen, August 7. To
Secretary of State:

Still besK-gitl- . Situation more pre-

carious. Chinese govern lueut insist- -

lug uioii our leaving Pekin, which
would bo certain death. Kifle tiring
uiHjii us dally by Impeilal trops.

'Have abundant courage, but little
ammunition or provisions. Two pro-

gressive Vameii ministers beheaded.
All couiui-te- with legation of the
United States well at the present mo-

ment.
-- CONtiFlL"

Positive liiforniutloii.
The information which came Tues-

day tliat American Uoiqis were en-

gaged In the battle of Peltsang estab-
lished positively, for the lime, tliat
notwithstanding the dltlicultics which
(Jen. Chaffee had enciuntered In

troops uml supplies, at least
a lkurt, and a considerable part, of our
fence w;is in tltv vanguard of the fr-wai- tl

movement, (leu. Chaffee's dis-
patch to the war department conveyed
tho mocst satisfactory evidence tlrat the
commanders had thoroughly agreed in
iulvaiuv upon a plan of action, and
that tlkcre Is every Indication that tills
plan will be fol tewed, :us (Jen. Chalfee
on Friday sent tlie cable saying tliat
the attack upon the Chinese at Pelt-san- g

would Ik made on Sunday, .the
day when Admiral Kemey and the
press correspondents say the righting
occurred. (Jen. Chalice's announce-tha- t

the present objective of the in-

ternational column is Yangtsun, is in-

terpreted by the otlieials at the war
department to mean that this point,
wheie river, railroad and wagon road
meet, is to bo made the advance base
for the operations on Pekin.

American Were lu It.
The most positive addition to the

news of the day was the brief line,
from the Associated Press correspon-
dent at Tien Tsin, stating that the
Ninth and Fourteenth Infantry, Ileil-ly'- s

battery, and the marines were In
the battle of Pietsang. It was this
force which with the Uritish and Jap-
anese bore the brunt of th attack on
the leCt Hank, which was to turn the
enemy's position. This plan had al-

ready beeu made clear by Gen. Chaf-
fee's dispatch, although he did not
mention what American troops would
be engaged. In view of the participa-
tion of the American troops, the war
and navy departments are anxiously
expectant of a report of the part taken
by our troops and of any losses which
the Americans may have sustained.
No light has yet been thrown upon
tho subject of whether the command-
ers of the International forces have
agreed uion a commander. The Chaf-
fee dispatch would seem to indicate
that none had been agreed upon.

;TIIIUIIH Vol IlllKllKCll.
It Is perhaps notewot m ' and

in this plan of attack up-

on the enemy at Pei Tsang tho Amer-
ican, liritish and Japanese forces weio
joined in the movement to turn the
enemy's right flank, while the Rus-

sians and French oe rated together on
the opposite side ofthe river against
the enemy's left. This may indicate
the line of cleavage among the allies,
whose general dissensions were

at Tien Tsin. It is also exceed-
ingly significant that General ChanVe
does not mention the German force at
all. The war department officials do
not believe that this could have been
due to an oversight on his part, u it
was arranged that they were to putle-ipat- e

in the movement. It therefore
seems likely that the Germans were
not engaged at Pel Tsang. It is
thought possible that they may be act-
ing independently.

Stroiif Force of thlnee,
Tho Chinese evidently aie as much

impressed with the strategic advant-
ages of Yang Tsun as the international
commanders themselves, as Gen. Chaf-
fee says in his cable that the enemy
is reported 30,000 strong at the cross-
ing of the road orer the Pel river.
Without doubt after the tight at Pelt-san-

the Chinese force there, If the
report of Admiral Remey that It was
forced to retreat proves correct, re-

tired to Yang Tsun. uore Is no In-

formation as to, the number of the
enemy which met the advance at Pelt-san- g,

but Judging by the casualties to
the international force, it must have
been large, and may perhaps double
the Chinese army which the column
must encounter when It reaches Yang
Tsun. The general feeling at the war
department Is that uuless the Chinese
generals have I wen completely demoral-iz- d

by the Peitsang attack1 there is
very severe fighting rhead for the In-

ternational forces ar.l that the ground
will be disputed fill the way to Pekin.

PimhliiK 1'iinvnril,
Ixmdon, Aug. 8. Tlie special des-

patch to the Associated Press from
Tientsin, dated Sunday, Aug. f, 8 'a.
m., via Shanghai. Aug. 7, Is tho only
press message which has got through
from Telntsln since the battle at Polt-san- g.

Various Telntsln dispatches of
earlier dates allude to reconnoitetlng
encounters wrth tho Chinese prepara-
tory to a general attack on ths Chi-
nese positions, which are five miles
Ion The reconnaissance has devel-
oped that tho Ch!nce arc In greater
strength than expected, and the aides,
according to a news agency dirpatch
from Tientsin, dated Aug. 2, are c?eh
day pushing nearer to tho Chinese
positions.

coi.i.mo ni:it)iiTKi uirrwKK
Tllli AiJLTt AM) ClIIMSK.

on.Mos i)ivini:n as to what its

DO MIT OX Till: Slf'lTTY Ul'
3ll.LSri:Hi AT rilK.N.

Washington, Aug. 7. The announce-
ment received through Admlnil lletney
and Commander Taussig, of retried
heavy lighting on the roatl betwem Tien
Tsin was the news id interest in the
Chinese situation .Monday. Little
doubi was expressed at the navy

tliat tlie news was substan-
tially correct. It is probable that a
later rcpoit may reduce the list of cas-

ualties among tlie Intel national forces,
but it is evident that the move oil
Fekin is at last fairly under way, and
thai klroug oppostiiuu has been en-

countered. 'iiJe war department oitl-cial- s

wLo li;ive teeu excelling reticent
for scvetal days a to nes irom tlie
sat of ar, adniitted Monday when
the naval dispatches vcrc received,
that the uuhs of the battle was not uu-c- x

pec ted,
KUeet of the Ilt1l.

Opinion among vatious otlieials now
lu Washingtou is somewhat divided as
to Just what U presaged by these
events. The more optimistic are in-

clined to think that such a severe bio at

a the Chinese mast have received at
FeiUang will result in the speedy dis-
integration of the forces now opiosing
tlie march of the iiuinational column.
In the line with tills prediction. It was
prophesied that the Chinese govern-
ment would tind means to send the
ministers from Fekin under escort ami
thus stave off the advance upon the
capital. On the other hand there was
a nutulNT of otlieials in a position to
Judge equally well who held that tlie
light at Feitsang was only the begin-
ning of a strenuous resistance that
wotdd le continued to the gates of
Fekin or licyotid. It was urged in sup-

port of this view that the Chinese had
loo men to lose against one of tlie al-

lies; that they were well armed with
modern guns and had apparently an
abundance of ammunition.

Seen of ihv Ilattlt.
According to the information in pos-

session of the war department, the
town of Peit-san- g is at the head of tide-
water on the Pei-H- o between eleven
and twelve miles by road beyond Tien
T:iin. It is a village of mud huts, of
considerable size, but not walled. The
river at this poiut is not navigable by
anything larger than a good sized
Fteam launch, and it is thought that
the troops probably reached there in
small boats, towed by the naval
launches. The country all along the
river between Pekin and Ticu Tsin is
a low, alluvian plain most impassable
for wheeled vehicles in the wet season
and under quito a high state of culti-
vation. It presents no natural defen-
sive features, and the war department
knows no strategic reason why the
Chinese should have made a stand
there rather than at any of the other
dozen villages east of the walled town
of Tung Chow, where is stored an
immense amount of provisions o?i
which the city of Pekin vVould have to
depend in case of siege.

Dlotv ft ( lilnoc.
From the fact that tao engagement

lasted seven and a half hours, It is
argued in the department that either
the Chinese munt have been heavily
intrenched or tii.it there was an im-

mense horde of them to so stub!ornly
contest the advance ot the lO.ouu inter-
national troops. It is figured by mili-
tary exierts that a lo-- s of 1,200 killed
and wounded on the part of the allies
probably means a loss of from three
to six times as many by the Chinese.
It is possible that a blo.v of this mag-

nitude may break the reJst.nce of the
Chinese to the advance of the foreign
column, but on the other hand it is
possible that this may be one of a
large number of places on the road
that have been intrenched with a view
to falling back and contesting the for-
eign advance so as to delay as long as
possible the arrival of the foreigners
at Pekin. Unless tlfe opposition sud-
denly breaks down, the military ex-

perts look for a desperate engagement
when the troops reach the walled city
of Tung Chow, which is said to be
even more favorably located for pur-
poses of defense than was Tien Tsin.

Our Policy t ncti nutted .

The position of the United Strtes
diplomatically remains unchanged.
This government will not consent to
the removal of the ministers and for-
eigners from Pekin until there is free
communication by the powers from
their ministers. Nor will this govern-
ment consent to communication in
plain language alone, but insists that
cipher messages must pass freely be-

tween Minister Conger and our state
department. It Is emphatically stated
that unless such messages are ex-

changed the United States cannot
know beyond question that the mes-
sages were not garbled and both the
United States government and the
ministers misled.

3Ilitltt-- r Snfe 11 1 IVUI11.
There seems to be no doubt about

the safety of the ministers at Pekin
for the present, and that they will re-

main where they will bo able to pro-
tect themselves, and will not bo In-

duced to accept any offers of tho
Chinese government to escort them to
Tien Tsin until they have hail com-
munication with their governments.
Confidence Is expressed, however, that
the Chinese government will soon see
the necessity of accepting the terms
laid down fti Secretary Hay's note to
Consul Goodnow. It U stated that If
all the International forces la the vi-

cinity of Taku can be lauded and the
supplies brought up, there Is sufficient
force to overcon.'-- any army which the
Chinese may bring forward to prevent
the march on Pekin.

mrcravrcn m tiiw c.ovi;hnmiist
vuon smiansii cosc.nu.

AliItttlSHIVT.

rue port op nm sriruitt of li
iiilm; ciiANG dim iii:nni:i).

Washing. Auk. 6. A belated dis-P-rtr- h

from Minister Conger was re-

ceived Sunday at the state department
It came through Consul Good enow, at
Shanghai, who transmitted rnesaagos
received by Mr. RagKdale, United.
Statca consul at Tien Ttdn. from Mr.

Contrer ami Mr. Suiers, secretary of
the United States legation at Iekln. In
effect the advices are the samo aa
those received a day or two ago by
tiro state department from Consul
Fowler, at Che Foo. Mr. Goodnow's
message was transmlttel to President
McKhJey at Canton, and Mr. Adee,
aetrng secretary of statu, later In th
day, issued the following statement
concerning it:

"Consul-Genera- l Goodnow, In a ca-

blegram dated Shanghai, August 5,

vhlch wna received at the department
of stute at 4 o'clock this (Sunday)
morning, reports tfxa receipt by Con-w- il

Racsdale, at ' Tien Tain, of mes-
sages from Minister Conger and the
secretary of Iho legation, Mr. Squrers,
dated Jniy 21, to the following effect:

- AU veil; no fighting stnee the 10h
by agreement. Enough provision's.
Hope for speedy relief.'

"Mr. Goodnow adds that the direc-
tor of posta, Sheng, had, on the 5th,
communicated to him an imperial
edict, dated July 30, ordering Jung Lu
to provide an escort for the ministers
to Tten Tsin fien the ministers fix

the date. The edict says the minis-

ters can receive messages not in ci-

pher; but notwithstanding this, plain
messages were returned to some con-

suls on August 4.

Ch Inr r SuMptelons.
The inhibition of cipher dispatches

to the ministers, while a serious hreao
of diplomatic usae, is not regarded
here with apprehension. The Chinese
government it is pointed out, is sus-
picious of the actions and intent of the
powers, and probably has adopted thi3
precaution to prevent communication
to the ministers oi details of the mili-
tary movements. It is evident from
the adoption of this measure that the
Imperial government regards itself as
antagonistic to, if not actually at war
with, the powers. Thus far, no inhibi-
tion has been placed on cipher dls-ateh-

passing between the various
governments and their consular repre-
sentative in China, outside of I'ekrn.
The state department has taken the
grounds that the dispatch from the
tsuag-ll-yame- delivered at the de-
partment Saturday by Minister Wu, Is
not an answer to the dispatch of Sec-
retary Hay, bent on August 1. In that
dispatch Secretary Hay finally and de-

cisively insisted that free and uninter-
rupted communication between the
ministers must be established lcfore
any steps would be taken by this gov-
ernment toward a peaceful solution of
the present trouble. That disiKitch was
cent to Consul-Genera- l Goodnow, to be
by him, transmitted to Li Hung Chang.
The r"ige delivered by Minister
Wu to the state department Satunlay
relative to the inhibition of cipher dis-
patches, was sent by the tsunt-H-ya-me- n

on July "0. As of thnt date it al-

ready had been communicated to the
department by Consul Kowler. Ob-
viously, therefore, it could not be a
reply to the dispatch sent to Mr. Good-
now by Secretary Hay on August 1.

Chanjf ftalrfde Ilr rolltr(l.
The report of the suicide oi Li Hung

Chang is wholly discredited Jn official
circles and no information had been
received regarding it Sunday night,
either by our government or at the
Chinese legation. At the latter there
seems to be no reason known to the
officials why the great Chinese diplo-
mat shonM take his own life, which in
tbeir minds, would bo a mast deplor-
able event. His death they would re-

gard as a severe Ioks to China m the
present perturbed condition of affairs
existing there, On of the officials sug-
gested the possibility that he has suf-
fered an attack of apoplexy or other
snd len illm-s- s incident to old age. but
confidence was expressed that the re-
port of ITis suicide was untrue.

. There is good reason to believe that
the imperial edict referred to in Consul-G-

eneral Goodnow's cabk? to th
state department has reached Minis-
ter Wu, who is spending Sunday with
his family at Cape May. If so, it will
probably be delivered to the acting sec-
retary of state when th minister re-

turns to Washington to-dn- At the
Chinese legation here, however, there
Is no information as to its receit.

Chimin Fortlf Inn,
Lor. do u i Aiii. '. According trust-

worthy rei-or- at Shanghai
the Chi tune are fortifying the Yang-Ts- e

river. At a fort near Nankin two
fix-inc- h ui(k-lil- e irims wcte disabled
at the iirt trial, Chirtoc odicials af-
firm that the tints were mounted as a
precaution against Toxen" advsnc-ij- n

.. nth ward.
Admiral Seymour trhgrnplwd to the

ndrnlralty to-da- that he had ktii the
rieeroy of Nankin Autr. 2: that the
viceroy was very friendly and seemed
anxious to maintain :icc in tbvYang-Ts- u

valley, and had ;nrrcvd to the
landing of a force of r.."i IlrlrUh
trr-op- for the defense of Shanghai.
The viceroy rctun.cd th admiral's

bit and renewed hi npurances at
friendship. An agreement wns arrived
at for maintaining order la the Yang
Tie valley.
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PA1AFF1ME
WAX
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Via Hook ford, Frrcport, Dubuqiiejndoprndencp
Waterloo. Webster City. Fort Dilge, llockwdl
City, Dcnlsou and Council Llutls.

DOUBLE DAILY SERVICE
cars, sleeping cars, free

rcrllnln chair cars, dining earn.
Ticket of asrnts of I. c. it. ju and connectinix

Ines. A. II. 11ANS0N, 0. 1. A., Chicago.


